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	 The	 appearance	 of	Chacon	 and	Mendoza’s	 twin	 edited	 volumes	Latin 
American Indigenous Warfare and Ritual Violence	and	North American Indigenous 











	 As	 the	 editors	 assert,	 scholars	have	 tended	 to	 ignore	 revisionist	“denial	
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and	 archeological	 strategies	 has	 provided	novel	 and	 often	 incontrovertible	
evidence	that	human	sacrifice	was	a	central	cultural	practice	in	Aztec	society.	
The	main	question,	he	proposes,	is	not	so	much	whether	the	Aztecs	practiced	
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of	multi-village	 chieftainships	 possessing	 the	manpower	 and	 resources	
indispensable	to	engage	in	large-scale	and	prolonged	warfare.				
	 Marcela	Mendoza	adopts	a	similar	view	in	her	analysis	of	hunter-gatherer	
warfare	 in	the	Gran	Chaco.	 	While	revenge	 is	 the	main	reason	adduced	by	
Chacoan	peoples	 for	 the	 existence	of	 long	drawn	blood	 feuds,	 the	primary	







Rodrigo	Cárdenas.	 	Although	 scarce,	 archeological	 evidence	 demonstrates	
that	warfare	was	not	unknown	in	pre-contact	times.		And	although	the	main	
























uniqueness	 of	Amerindian	 societies	 and	 cultural	 traditions.	 	 It	 can	only	 be	
answered,	I	suggest,	by	adopting	an	Amerindian	point	of	view,	paying	closer	
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attention	to	Amerindian	cosmologies	and	ontologies.		With	its	broad	temporal	
and	geographical	scope,	its	recourse	to	a	variety	of	sources	of	information,	and	
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centered	on	bilingual	education	and	 interculturality	 (interculturalidad).	 	She	
perceives	the	struggles	as	a	new	mode	of	indigenous	activism	that	merits	specific	
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